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ABSTRACT 
In light of the increasing global need for acculturation to changing social 
environments, it is a pertinent time to be considering the influence of different 
cultures on individual identity formation. It is the process of re-examining and re-
defining the factors which impact upon individual identities and their realities, which 
can assist in understanding the nature of emerging and evolving contemporary 
'Australian' identities. 'Family background, personal experiences and interactions 
within society all contribute to the development of these multiple realities for 
individuals. 
When families migrate to a new country, decisions are made regarding which cultural 
beliefs and practices from the country of origin are retained, and which of the country 
of settlement, if any, will be adopted. For the second generation, the issues are 
complex due to the need to structure a concept of personal identity based on 
traditional cultural family beliefs and history, in the context of the contemporary 
Australian social environment and value-systems. By making choices shaped by 
both migrant family and Anglo-Australian influences, these individual embark upon 
the process of developing a culture in 'transition'- the formulation of new 'Australian' 
cultural identities. 
This research project aimed to study the way in which six individuals from dislocated 
Italian, Greek, Turkish, Lebanese, Chinese and Vietnamese family backgrounds 
have interpreted their backgrounds and experiences, and the extent to which these 
have impacted upon the formation of their identities over time. The case studies 
investigate the way in which these factors may have exacerbated a sense of cultural 
dislocation for each individual and explore these aspects of identity and family in a 
broader historical framework, including consideration of potential implications for the 
future. 
The participants whose stories were explored by these case-studies have 
experienced diverse individual journeys towards both understanding and distancing 
themselves from their own dislocation to develop a tangible sense of self-identity not 
singularly based on family or place. Their stories were characterised by the following 
factors, which directly or indirectly impacted upon their relationships, lifestyle, 
environment and their identity formation: 
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APPENDIX A: 
Plain Language Statement 
My name is Natalie Anderson. I am a post-graduate student currently undertaking a 
Master of Arts Degree in the Faculty of Education, Language and Community Studies at 
RMIT University. The title of my research project is The Identity Formation of Second 
Generation Australians from Immigrant Family Backgrounds. 
The aim of this research project is to examine the nature of identity formation of second 
-generation adults from immigrant families with problematic life- histories. It will
examine both cultural and structural factors that cause or exacerbate a dislocated sense
of identity for the individuals. The project will take the form of a case study involving a
small number of participants in an individual interview process.
I am approaching you with the understanding that you are a second generation 
Australian who has experienced feelings of dislocated or problematic identity formation 
due to your immigrant family background. You are invited to participate in three audio -
taped interviews, each of approximately an hour's duration, focusing on issues relating 
to the experiences, beliefs and other key factors that have impacted upon the 
development of your sense of identity. Data analysis will also incorporate existing social 
and historical reference material documenting the contemporary debates on identity and 
multiculturalism. It is intended that final analysis of the viewpoints and perspectives 
raised in the interviews will assist in developing knowledge of current issues of cultural 
diversity and identity among the Australian community. 
As interview questions may be of a personal and sensitive nature, and cause discomfort 
or anxiety your participation will be entirely voluntary, and you are free to withdraw at 
any time or refuse to answer any questions. De-briefing or further is available as 
required. The interview data will be kept strictly confidential and will be available only to 
myself, and to the supervisor of the project, Professor Des Cahill of RMIT University, 
who can be contacted on (03) 9925 4981. Excerpts from the interviews may be a part of 
the final dissertation that will be submitted to RMIT University, and articles or other 
publications in the future but under no circumstances will you be identified. 
I will be directing the project and can be contacted at  should you have 
any questions. If you have any further concerns you may approach the RMIT Human 
Ethics Committee, GPO Box 2476V Melbourne, 3001 ;telephone: (03) 9925 1745. 
Natalie Anderson 
B.A. (Hons.) 
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